University of South Florida

Scholar Commons
Newspaper collection

The Weekly Challenger

2018-03-22

The Weekly Challenger : 2018 : 03 : 22
The Weekly Challenger, et al

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarcommons.usf.edu/challenger

Recommended Citation
The Weekly Challenger, et al, "The Weekly Challenger : 2018 : 03 : 22" (2018). Newspaper collection. 1134.
https://scholarcommons.usf.edu/challenger/1134

This is brought to you for free and open access by the The Weekly Challenger at Scholar Commons. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Newspaper collection by an authorized administrator of Scholar Commons. For more
information, please contact scholarcommons@usf.edu.

1967

2017

The Weekly Challenger
BLACK MEN MUST SELL AS WELL AS BUY OR ELSE REMAIN A BEGGAR RACE.
VOL. 50 NO. 30

MARCH 22 - MARCH 28, 2018

50¢

The scientist/
engineer

IN THIS
WEEK

St. Patrick’s Day 1998, Darryl Rouson started down the path of recovery.
Last Saturday he celebrated 20 years of sobriety.
PAGE 4
COMMUNITY NEWS

‘Black girl magic’

Celebrating 20 years
of sobriety
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

PAGE 6
COMMUNITY NEWS

ASALH celebrates
black history

PAGE 7
COMMUNITY NEWS

Talk about
pressure

INDEX
COMMUNITY

ST. PETERSBURG – Where
were you this St. Patrick’s Day?
Were you out getting drunk?
Well, you should have been at
the Palladium Theater celebrating Senator Darryl Rouson’s
20th anniversary of sobriety. St.
Patrick’s Day 1998, he started
down the path of recovery, one
step at a time.
Musical guests Cleo Hart,
Shawn Brown, Alex Harris and
Siobhan Monique tore…down…
the…house! You missed out.
With three hours of some of
the best music you’ll hear in
Tampa Bay, this was a celebration of perseverance and resilience. The audience was full of
people from all walks of life.
From judges and politicians to
clergy and recovering addicts, all
were there to celebrate the journey of sobriety.
“Addiction is baffling not only
for the addict but for the person

or persons who try to support
them,” said Mistress of Ceremony Lelia Wilson. “People with
the worst past oftentimes end up
with the best future.”
Wilson, who has worked for
Rouson for 15 years, couldn’t
help dishing about her boss. One
such story she told was when he
stormed into the office and fired
everyone, except her. Then
called them up and made each
one interview for their jobs
again.
She’s got a million and one
stories of Rouson and his antics
and would have told more if he
had let her. “This is the best man
that I have ever worked for.”
Mayor Rick Kriseman presented Rouson with one of many
20-year medallions he received
that afternoon. Having worked
with him for close to two
decades, he considered it an
honor to present him with a
“medallion that I think reflects
not only 20 years of being clean,
but a lifetime of service to our

community.”
Chairman of the Pinellas
County Commission Ken Welch
spoke of Rouson’s legislative
work not just in Pinellas County
but throughout the nation, securing funding for addiction programs and working on judicial
reform so that people are not arrested for being an addict.
“To whom much is given,
much is required and Darryl has
been given a trial, a test, victory
and a testimony,” said Welch.
Ron Dock, who has been in
recovery for 25 years, said the
first time he met Rouson some
20 years ago, he kicked him out
of his house.
Dock said he was held
hostage for an hour listening to
Rouson brag about his law firm,
house and cars, but didn’t once
mention recovery. After that day,
the two became friends and he
was there Saturday to present
him with a medallion.
“He’s my brother in recovery
See ROUSON, page 9

8th annual literacy festival
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer
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ST. PETERSBURG – The
Friends of Johnson Branch Library couldn’t have asked for a
more beautiful day last Saturday
when they hosted the eighth annual James Weldon Johnson Literacy Festival, located behind the
library at 1059 18th Ave.
“We have activities for adults,
young children and teenagers,”
said Vice President Kevin W.
Johnson, adding that the festival
grows in support each year.
The library grounds were
booming with activity from 10 - 4
p.m. Complete with bouncy
houses, free books for the children, face painting, karate exhibitions and puppeteers; the little
ones were surely entertained.
New this year for the older kids
was a teenage section that in-

cluded football drills.
The event is put on each year
to promote literacy and to get children involved and exposed to the
library. It also strives each year to
introduce the neighborhood to

the library and its resources.
The Friends of James Weldon
Johnson Library was formed in
1989 to prevent the closing of the
See READERS, page 12

Manitia Moultrie
BY INDHIRA SUERO ACOSTA

ST. PETERSBURG – Manitia
Moultrie was three years old
when her father took her hand
and told her that she would go to
college and do great things. In
her perfectly pressed pink dress,
that morning —the usual walk to
kindergarten— was a premonition of her future.
Little did her father know that
his daughter would turn out to be
the first African-American female
environmental scientist/engineer in Florida. However, he did
know how to motivate her.
“He said, “If you want to be a
doctor you can. If you want to go
and be a lawyer you can. You can
go and do whatever you want,
but you’ll need to make good
grades.’ Of course, at the time engineering was not part of the
things you thought about doing,”
recalled Moultrie.
Her father painted a bright future in his young girl’s mind. Her
mother showed her the importance of remaining strong and focused. Whining or fretting was
out of the picture. It was all about
finding a solution and getting it
done.
Education
The road to being appointed
the United States Power Sector
Leader for Golder Associates,
Inc. would be a long one. It
started when she entered first
grade at the beginning of school
integration. Her parents explained to her that she would
be one of the first blacks to attend
P. K. Yonge Elementary School in
Pensacola.
“I feel like not much has
changed, which is kind of sad.
The only difference is that people
were not as vocal back then. It
was what it was, but you didn’t
make a big deal of it,” Moultrie
said.
It was the start of desegregation and, like many other AfricanAmerican children, Moultrie
received a clear message—other
children do not have this opportunity and you have to do well.
She understood what that
meant.
“There were two or three
African-American girls and a couple of African-American boys in
the first-grade class in 1966. We
all wanted to compete and be the
smartest in the class,” she said.
See SCIENTIST, page 2
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Breaking
the Cycle

SCIENTIST , from front page

REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Praise the Lord.
Finally, we are done with the issue
on whether the Apostle Paul’s ministry
and teachings are one’s we should consider today.
If you still have questions or issues,
well, you have an issue with the Bible
as a whole and well, I don’t think I can
help you.
NO SENSE OF SMELL - Part 1
2 Cor. 2:14-17: “Now thanks be to
God who always leads us in triumph in
Christ, and through us diffuses the fragrance of His knowledge in every
place. For we are to God the fragrance
of Christ among those who are being
saved and among those who are perishing. To the one we are the aroma of
death leading to death, and to the other
the aroma of life leading to life. And
who is sufficient for these things? For
we are not, as so many, peddling the
word of God; but as of sincerity, but as
from God, we speak in the sight of God
in Christ.”
God speaks of our prayers as incense in the Old Testament, and the
sacrifices as a sweet smelling aroma
unto Him. We are His ambassadors to
the world and we are a family, His body
on earth. Though we may not all meet
together, we are united in the Spirit as
we worship Him in spirit and in truth.
If this is what the church is supposed to be united in both the spirit and
truth why do we disagree-why are
there conflicts in the church? The answer to this question is simple yet
weighty- It is written that, “My people
perish from a lack of knowledge.” It
should be apparent to people who are
observing what is taking place in the
church and understanding it from Biblical perspective that there is a lot of
garbage coming inside our doors. The
smell is permeating God’s house and
there are only a few that notice it and
even fewer that want to say or do something about it. Our indifference and
lack of will is what is preventing us
from a God sent revival.
In 2 Cor. 2:14-17 the fragrance Paul
is speaking of is one of knowledge; we
are the ones who bring this knowledge
of God’s grace and the truth to people.
If they accept the gospel of salvation it
is a sweet smell to them. It they reject
the gospel, it becomes odious to them.
If your life is not being a sacrifice for
Christ it may not smell so good. This is
why we have only a small influence in
society.
We should all follow the example of
Mary, Lazarus’ sister who sacrificed
her costly perfume for Jesus’ burial and
it says “the house was filled with the

fragrance of the oil” (John 12:3). The oil
was a type of the anointing on Jesus
who was to be crucified. The more we
are dead to our self the more alive
Christ is in us. But this is the more difficult part, where knowledge becomes
wisdom as it is applied in our lives.
Have you ever had a cold where you
could not smell or taste what you are
eating? Well the church has got a cold
that is affecting her taste for good food
and she is ready to eat any bland food
served on the platter. In fact, too many
drink the skim milk of men-they do not
know what the pure milk of the word
tastes like anymore.
The Bible tells us that we were all
like sheep that have gone astray. We
are sheep that are to be led by the good
Shepherd. The Lord used sheep in a
number of illustrations and for good
reason, because as sheep we can still
go astray after we believe. There are
other illustrations that are used as well:
Proverbs 27:8: “Like a bird that wanders from its nest is a man who wanders from his place.” Some teachers
that were once grounded in Scripture
have been influenced away from their
place called home.
Many think they are immune to bad
influences and leave themselves wide
open to them. We are to have discretion
with whom we associate with, who we
learn from and submit ourselves to. No
true minister is to befriend false teachers, defend them or contribute to their
ministry. The simple reason is that
once you begin to compromise in this
area, you have nothing to say, you have
lost your salt. It won’t take long before
you become one with them and blinded
to what you once knew. One of the best
examples is found in the New Testament, Barnabas; he was carried away
with Peter’s hypocrisy that compromised him and others (Gal.2). Leaven
never affects a few but the many.
Chasing down trends has become a
trend in itself. People sit and wait for
the newest thing they can introduce to
their church for church improvement
or the real reason- for church growth.
Growing attendance and growing spiritually are two different matters. Supersize is in and it is beneath the notice of
today’s Mega leaders if you do not have
this kind of attendance. So they desire
more and follow the one who wanders
from its nest. Like birds, they chirp
whatever is said and follow the bird
droppings of big bird.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Elder Dr. Robert L. Harrison

Moultrie received a
bachelor’s degree in biology with a minor in chemistry from Florida State
University. She initially
wanted to be a pathologist.
When she graduated,
however, she was no longer
interested in the medical
field and an opportunity
opened up for her at
the Florida Department
of Environmental Protection.
She was the first female, and the first black
person to work at the
agency in a professional position.
Her first day on the job
started with a 5 a.m. field
activity on the Suwannee
River. She had to pretend
that she was not afraid of
the bugs and snakes or the
dark, murky river.
Her colleagues were
tough. There was no room
for mistakes and they made
that clear to her on more
than one occasion.
Moultrie worked for
the agency for six years
and applied for a job at
Florida Power Corporation
that took her from Tallahassee to St. Petersburg.
The person who initially interviewed Moultrie
for the position told her
that it would be difficult for
them to hire a person “like
her.” It was 1989.
“You would think
things had gotten better by
that time, but not so much.
I said to him, ‘Let me prove
myself. Don’t discount me
because of what I look like
– let me meet with the department and let them decide.’”

She was hired.
The director of the Environmental Department
was very proud to tell people that she had hired her
first black woman. Moultrie
heard that for six months.
To compete with her
colleagues, she took engineering classes and eventually received her master’s
degree in engineering
management from the University of South Florida in
Tampa.
From 1989 to 2018, a
lot has changed. There are
more
African-American
women working in Science,
Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics (STEM)
careers – but still not
enough and inequality still
exists and many get discouraged and don’t stay in
the field.
Despite advancements,
few women earn degrees
in the STEM subjects.
For women of color, the
chances are even smaller.
For example, in 2014 and
2015, black women made
up 2.9 percent of bachelor’s
degrees across all STEM
fields. Latinas and Asian
women came in at 3.6 percent and 4.8 percent.
Perhaps more women
would be interested in
STEM careers—especially
environmental—if
they
were aware of how it affects everyday life.
The general lack of education on environmental
issues is a huge concern.
Many people do not understand how decisions that affect their health are made.
Unfortunately, those most
affected are lower-income

Americans.
Moultrie feels it is essential to get informed, be
curious about environmental challenges and attend
environmental forums.
“There are a lot of students getting interested
and engaged in the subject. I’m hoping that we
end up with a broader
group of the next generation knowing a lot more
about the environment and
how they can influence our
future,” she said.
The angry one
At first glance, Moultrie
fits with the “prototype” of
an angry black woman. She
has a scowl 90 percent of
the time and has heard several times throughout her
career that she “frowns” at
meetings.
It’s not because she’s
angry.
“I’m probably thinking,
analyzing, about the next
thing I have to do. It’s unfair to say that about anyone because you don’t
know what anyone is feeling or experiencing,” she
said.
***
Some years have passed
since a young kindergartner
was led by the hand of a dad
that painted a bright future
for her. A father who is no
longer with her but was able
to see his daughter become
one of the few African-American scientist/engineers.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
I AM:
Education in early St. Pete
By Gwendolyn Reese
In 1910, Davis Academy,
later to become Davis Elementary, opened as the first formal
school for African Americans.
The school, located at 950
Third Ave. S, was the city’s
only learning institution for
black children.
The school term was six
months compared to the nine
months for white students and
black teachers were paid far
less than white teachers. The
curriculum focused on manual training and domestic science.
Davis Academy was a three-storied
building with 14 classrooms. Early
principals were G.T. Wiggins, Emma
Booker, Regina McLin Blye, John Hopkins, Amanda Howard and William
Thompson.
Education for most black students
ended in sixth grade. Those who pursued a high school education had to
relocate to Jacksonville, Live Oak, St.
Augustine, Daytona Beach or Tallahassee to attend a church-related or
private school. Black colleges in those
days usually had prep schools where
blacks could get ready for college admission while on a college campus.
For many years, Davis Elementary
was the only school for black children
in St. Petersburg. With the influx of
African Americans in the 1920s, the
school quickly became overcrowded
and Jordan Elementary was built.
Jordan Elementar y opened in
1925 with nearly 1,100 students, 21
teachers and George W. Perkins as
principal. Other early principals were
Mrs. Marie Pierce, Emanuel Stewart,
Louis McCoy and Fred Burney.
The school was named in honor of
Elder Jordan Sr., who donated the land
for the school and parts of Jordan Park
housing complex. He was a prominent
builder and developer who settled in
St. Petersburg in 1904 with his wife
Mary Strobles and their five sons.
According to Sandra Rooks, author
of “Black America Series: St. Petersburg Florida,” Jordan Elementary pioneered in radio broadcasting a school
chorus, having the first home economics classes for boys, PTA organization,
free night classes for adults, double
sessions and reading clinics for blacks.
Students were also engaged in various special projects as noted in a
newspaper article in the Negro News
of St. Petersburg and Pinellas County
dated October 1, 1944. The article reported that more than 710 Jordan
pupils enthusiastically packed boxes to
be turned over to the local Red Cross
chapter for shipment to soldiers overseas.
Dear Ole Gibbs High School
“Gibbs’ greatest treasure is its heritage, and its story is the story of the
black community from which it was
raised.”

This quote from the school district’s history book summarizes what
Gibbs High School means to this community. Former principal Emanuel
Stewart was once quoted saying, “We
were one of the few Florida black
schools that didn’t close during integration.”
Originally named the ThirtyFourth Street Colored School, the
school was renamed Gibbs High by
students and faculty in 1928. Gibbs
bears the name of Jonathan Clarkson
Gibbs, a clergyman and the first black
man ever to hold a cabinet position in
Florida.
He served as secretary of state
during Reconstruction and later held
the position of state superintendent of
public instruction. Gibbs graduated
from Dartmouth College and later
studied at Princeton Theological Seminary for two years.
The school started as an eightclassroom facility. Under the leadership of George W. Perkins, the campus
grew to include a chemistry lab, tennis
courts, gymnatorium and cafeteria.
Getting to school wasn’t easy because the county did not provide bus
service for black students. In the, book
“St. Petersburg’s Historic 22nd Street
South,” co-authored by Rosalie Peck
and Jon Wilson, Ralph James—my
chemistry teacher at Gibbs—is said to
have roller-skated to school.
George Grogan, George Perkins
and two teachers pledged their
salaries to help guarantee payments
on the black community’s first school
bus nicknamed the “Blue Goose.”
Early principals serving Gibbs
were Samuel Reed, G.W. Perkins,
Theresa McKinney, Rev. John Carter,
Noah Griffin, Andrew Polk, John Rembert, Emanuel Stewart and Cecil
Keene. McKinney was the first woman
principal of a high school in Pinellas
County.
Sources:
St. Petersburg Times News of Negroes in St. Petersburg and Pinellas
County, 1944; Black America Series St.
Petersburg Florida, Sandra Rooks; Remembering St. Petersburg Florida,
Scott Hartzell; St. Petersburg’s Historic 22nd Street South and St. Petersburg’s Historic African American
Neighborhoods, Rosalie Peck & Jon
Wilson

Dark spring in Memphis, Part 1
Dear Editor:
April 4, 2018, will
mark the 50th anniversary since the martyrdom of Dr. Martin L.
King, Jr. I was 10 years
old when Dr. King came
to my hometown of
Memphis. He was not the
beloved national hero in
1968 that he has become
now. Dr. King’s legacy
has evolved almost as
much as the nation he influenced.
The man whose birthday would become a national holiday came to
Memphis just to lead a
march. Two strangers
came to my hometown
and when they left,
things were never quite
the same for Memphis or
America.
I
remember
that Thursday evening in
April very well. It was
cool and I was in the
fourth grade getting
ready for a school attendance
contest.
My
fourth-grade teacher told
us we would get some
kind of prize for not missing class that semester
and I had perfect attendance, which wasn’t easy
that year because many
were not attending class
because of the sanitation
strike.
The
strike
that
started in February came
to be because black
garbage workers were
being underpaid and had
little if no benefits. The
community supported
the strikers by being involved in “Black Mondays” in which certain
stores and businesses
were boycotted by the
black community.
Some students stayed
out of school to show support. I went to school because my mother insisted
and I did not know any
better. My mother was involved in the church and
not in politics like my father was.
My father had been
killed the year before by
a drunk driver as he
walked home from work.
As far as I know, the
driver never did any jail
time. My father was 37
when he died. He also
went to Korea to fight
against the communist
and came back home to
face discrimination here.
Twelve years after
Korea and 10 years after
the Supreme Courts said
school segregation was illegal, Robert Cleveland
was still sending his
three elementary school
children 12 miles from
home to go to an all-black
school when a white
school was much closer.
In 1966, he enrolled
us in the new school

around the corner. Some
neighbors held a meeting
to see who would send
their kids to new school.
I think my father was one
of the few who did the
first year.
Those were dangerous times for blacks and
whites who tried to integrate. My father would
have certainly joined the
strikers had he been alive
the next year because he
always taught us we were
just as good as anyone.
We were also taught
to be polite and respectful to everyone, and we
were never taught to hate
white people. Even when
my father was killed by a
drunken sailor who happened to be white, I
never developed a hatred
for white people.
One reason was that
of the many nice white
people who reached out
to our family after my father was killed. Another
reason was the relationship I developed with
classmates in third and
fourth grade. Also, we
taught to hate sin not
people.
Later, I would learn
that another man in
Memphis was reported
to have died in a traffic
accident like my father
had. He too was supposed to have helped integrate a school. These
are rumors I have never
been able to verify but
those were dangerous
times.
In 1968, my father
had been dead over a
year leaving behind six
kids. My mother depended heavily on her
faith in the Church of
God in Christ that was
headquartered in Memphis.
She recently told me
that the founding Bishop
C.H. Mason had actually
prayed for me as a child.
COGIC, as the church is
called, is one of the
largest black organizations in the world and
perhaps the most prolific
black
Pentecostal
church. It was a COGIC
church that held the funeral for Emmit Till that
started the modern Civil
Right Movement and
COGIC would have a
major role in this story
from 1968.
The garbage workers
went on strike in February. They were trying to
form a union and the
city’s mayor was not having it. They wanted
unions so their grievances could be addressed.
Even though they had
a city job, they had no
overtime benefits and no
workman’s compensation

benefits. Then a terrible
event happened. One
stormy day, two garbage
workers got caught in an
electric storm. They decided to seek shelter on a
white person porch and
were told to leave.
To escape the lightning, they decided to get
into the back of the sanitation truck and lightning
struck the vehicle, causing the trash compressor
to start. Echol Cole and
Robert Walker were
crushed to death.
The garbage workers
also tried to join or the
American Federation of
State, County, and Municipal Employees (AFSCME) but were not
allowed to. They made
less than two dollars an
hour, and they had had
enough!
At the headquarters
of the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference,
Dr. King and his staff
were planning for a poor
people’s march on Washington. His vision was to
start in Marks, Miss., and
take a group of poor people from all walks of life
to Washington to dramatize the conditions of all
people in America.
He wanted blacks and
whites from the South,
the Appalachian area,
Hispanics and Native
Americans to go to the
nation’s capital and bring
attention to poverty affecting all Americans. He
was also battling against
the Vietnam War and the
effects it was having on
America.
Vietnam was robbing
resources and attention
from the Civil Rights
Movement and poverty
programs that had seen
some progress. Riots in
Chicago and Los Angeles
had also eroded excitement and confidence in
the non-violent civil
rights struggle in which
Dr. King was the primary
player.
Then came a phone
call for help from Memphis. As Dr. King was
planning
this
great
march to Washington, a
friend called him to come
to Memphis to lead a
march.
Rivers-Cleveland

GENERAL NOTICE
The City of St. Petersburg (“City”) has available affordable housing programs for owner-occupied single family households and rental households. The City offers zero percent (0%)
interest loans to homeowners for: 1) home repairs, and 2) to first time homebuyer’s for down
payment and closing cost assistance. In addition, the City offers one-time rental assistance
to persons/households who are in need of rental housing or for those that need to remain
housed. Homeowners and tenants must be income eligible to qualify. For complete program
requirements go to the City’s Housing and Community Development (“HCD”) Department
website at http://www.stpete.org/housing/index.php.
To take advantage of these opportunities, contact HCD at (727) 892-5572 or via email at
Housing@stpete.org.
AVISO GENERAL
La Ciudad de San Petersburgo (“Ciudad”) tiene programas de vivienda asequible disponibles
para viviendas unifamiliares ocupadas por sus propietarios y para familias de alquiler. La
Ciudad ofrece cero por ciento (0%) préstamos de interés a los propietarios por: 1) reparaciones
en el hogar, y 2) al comprador de vivienda por primera vez para el pago inicial y asistencia
con los costos de cierre. Además, la Ciudad ofrece asistencia de alquiler por única vez a las
personas / familias que necesitan una vivienda de alquiler o para aquellos que necesitan permanecer alojados. Los propietarios y los inquilinos deben ser elegibles para calificar. Para
obtener los requisitos completos del programa, vaya al sitio web del Departamento de Vivienda
y Desarrollo Comunitario (“HCD”) de la Ciudad en http://www.stpete.org/housing/index.php.
Para aprovechar estas oportunidades, comuníquese con HCD al (727) 892-5572 o por correo
electrónico a Housing@stpete.org.
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Annie’s Beauty Supply celebrates
5 years of ‘black girl magic’

Last year’s anniversary celebration
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
This Sunday, March 25,
Annie’s Beauty Supply
celebrates its fifth year
anniversary and owner
Annie Tyrell couldn’t be
more excited.
“It’s another milestone in my life to say
that we have reached five
years for Annie’s Beauty
Supply,” said Tyrell,
adding that they’ve been
located on the Deuces
for two years after moving the shop from 34th
Street South.
“I was at a crossroads and it was either
close the door or relocate. We’re truly glad
that we were able to relocate and relocating to the
Deuces has been a true
blessing for us.”
Tyrell noted that it is
very special to be in the
heart of the St. Pete community, where the shop’s
target customer is able to
“pretty much walk up to
the store” and find the
products they need.
She also discussed
the power of community
for
African-American
business owners.
“My motto is if we
support each other we
will all grow together. We
feel that we’ve we found
our purpose being there
as well—and that purpose is supporting local
entrepreneurs.”
As well supporting
other businesses, she
was also proud to offer
their products on her

shelves.
Some of her best-selling products include
Danae Organics, an awesome line of shampoos,
conditioners and hair
moisturizers for natural
hair and Skin Kandii, created by entrepreneur
and clinical researcher
Renee Edwards.
The popular St. Pete
community “shero” also
verbalized gratitude that
black
women
have
begun to increasingly
support each other, care
for themselves and revel
in the natural beauty
within—and she feels
the popular catchphrase
“black girl magic” expresses all of it.
“It is a form of empowerment; it’s also a
way in which black
women are beginning to
realize and beginning to
say that they are comfortable with who they
are within themselves,”
she said. “They’re comfortable with the way
God made them, that
we’re beautiful just the
way we are.”
A registered nurse,
Tyrell touts the medical
benefits of the growing
natural-products movement.
“In the long run, it’s
much healthier. If you
look at society, we see
that cancer is on the increase and if we ask ourselves why it’s because of
all the chemicals being
used.”
Tyrell harkened back
to the more natural way
our ancestors treated

various illnesses and feel
traditional, non-chemical
treatments kept humans
healthier on a whole. For
these reasons, she is convinced that the natural
trend will continue.
A member of the St.
Pete Business League
(formerly the Black
Chamber), she also discussed bringing her “can
do” attitude to that organization. She’s been a
part of the league since
2013 and now serves as
the secretary.
The mission of the St
Pete Business League is
to support and help black
businesses become selfsustaining, contributing
members of the community. Tyrell is passionate
about the organization
because she truly believes in supporting all
black businesses.
Anyone interested in
business ownership is
encouraged to attend the
next general meeting
being held April 10 at 5
p.m. at the St. Petersburg campus of Pinellas
Technical College, 901
34th St S.
And as far as Annie’s
Beauty Supply’s anniversary celebration, she
said visitors can expect a
variety of vendors and
discounts on purchases
made between noon and
6 p.m. There will also be
food provided by Irene
Olive “Ms. Tasties”
Cates and a DJ.
For more information, visit anniesbeautysupply.com
or
call
727-343-9582.

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, MARCH 22, 2018

5

COMMUNITY NEWS
A call to action
TAMPA BAY – One
Church One Child of
Florida challenges communities to seriously consider
adopting
or
mentoring children in
need of a forever home.
Do you have room in your
heart for a child or siblings in need of a family?
This is an urgent and
important question that
must be raised time and
time again, but each time
there is a different child
or children. One Church
One Child of Florida is
reaching out to families
and individuals in local
communities across the
state in efforts to help
share the truth that the
child pictured here and
others like him are.
Daily, over 700 children are in need of a family to call their own, many
of them are minorities.
Can you provide a loving,
permanent home for
these children or other
children like them or consider becoming their
mentors?
Churches are asked to
partner with One Church
One Child in sharing information with congregations and extending
Watch-Care Ministries to
children. Rev. Beverly
Hills Lane, state president
for One Church One
Child of Florida and vice
president for National
One Church One Child, is
challenging fellow pastors
to get involved and encouraging families to
open their hearts and
homes to children in foster care.
These series of articles feature children located in communities
across the state; they have
no family identified to

Photo credit: Children’s Board Heart
Gallery of Tampa Bay, by Pezz Photo

Eta Rho Chapter presents a legacy
of service
BY TOM PACKER
Contributor

adopt them, will you take
the challenge of opening
your home and family to
parenting them?
March’s children are
highlighted in this article;
they too deserve to have a
family. Do pray sincerely
for him and consider making him a part of your
family through adoption
or a part of your church
through Project WatchCare, for support and
mentoring.
Solomon, 17
Solomon is a kindhearted young man who
always endeavors to do
the best he can. He has
developed an affinity for
fishing and being out on
the water. Skateboarding
and playing games are his
favorite pastimes, and
he’s also a very good
artist.
If Solomon had the
choice of going anywhere, he would take a
whirlwind tour of every
fair and carnival in the
world--or just stick to getting his very own bounce
house in the backyard.
Iyanna, 15
Iyanna is a sweet and
sensitive little girl who
loves to care for younger
children and animals and
craves the companionship

of a female role model.
She’s a talented writer, especially of poetry, and she
has an uncanny ability to
read and relate to other
people.
She’s a little shy and
introspective, but she
loves to have a good chat
with her friends. Her ideal
home is one with a mom
and maybe a sister or two,
where her birthday will
not only be remembered
but will be celebrated in a
big way!
These two kids will
thrive in a loving, nurturing and active home with
both male and female role
models. Church involvement is important to
them.
If you are interested in
knowing more about
Ashanti and other children in foster care available for adoption, or if you
would like to become a
foster parent, mentor,
partner or volunteer,
please contact LaKay
Fayson, recruitment coordinator for One Church
One Child of Florida’s
SunCoast Region, at (813)
740-0210
or
lakay_fayson@ococfl.org.
Log
on
to
www.ococfl.org for more
information.

REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR

ST. PETERSBURG –
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity,
Eta Rho Chapter presents
the fraternity’s 2018 membership. The brothers are
well prepared for a vigorous agenda of service.
Each month entails a full
calendar of activities to
benefit the community.
Eta Rho continues to
be recognized by the national fraternity for its out-

standing contribution to
the ideals for which the
fraternity stands. The
chapter maintains an excellent working relationship with other Greek
Letter organizations in the
Tampa Bay area.
Eta Rho is honored to
have as an active member
Brother Mordecai Walker,
the last living founder of
the chapter organized in
1962. To date, Bro.
Walker is proud to share

Give your
money a raise
Make your money work harder by earning higher
interest rates on your cash with Wells Fargo.
Talk to a banker for more details.
Offer expires April 8, 2018.
Platinum
Savings Account

1.25%

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling

Interest rate for 3 months1

Approved Rehabilitation
Contractor for:
City of Tampa,
Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg,
Pinellas County & Polk County

Annual Percentage Yield1

Over 40
Years in
Tampa
Bay
Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478

for preK–12 students
dents with
ﬁnancial or special
needs
ial n

that he has been a financial member since he was
initiated into the fraternity
at Tennessee State University.
The fraternity’s mandated programs are the
foundation for the delivery of service to the people
of
south
St.
Petersburg. Eta Rho will
celebrate 56 years as a
chartered chapter of
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity.
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Annual Percentage Yield
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COMMUNITY NEWS
ASALH 4th annual celebration of black history
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Last month, the St. Petersburg Branch of the
Association for the Study
of African American Life
and
History,
Inc.,
(ASALH) presented its
fourth annual Celebration of Black History
Month by featuring Dr.
Ladee Hubbard, who discussed her debut novel
“The Talented Ribkins.”
Held at St. Petersburg
Country Club, this year’s
theme was “Young, Gifted
and Black.”
Hubbard, a professor
at Tulane University, has
roots in St. Pete as her
late grandparents, Mr.
and Mrs. Peter C.
Williams, were educators
here. Hubbard’s uncle is
Judge Charles E. Williams
of Sarasota and Ladee’s
mother, Attorney Jacqueline Hubbard, is the president of the St. Petersburg
Chapter of ASALH.
“There’s a lot of my
grandparents in this
book,” Hubbard explained. “I came to visit
them every summer
when I was growing up.”
The novel centers
around a family of African
Americans in which each
member is born with a
unique talent, and the title
is a nod to W.E.B. DuBois’
influential essay “The Talented Tenth,” published
in 1903. But whereas
DuBois spoke of talent in
a more abstract way, Hubbard wanted to give her
characters special physical abilities.
One family member
can see in the dark, one
can scale any wall and one

can catch anything thrown
at her. The main character, Johnny Ribkins, can
make perfect maps of any
landscape that he passes
through.
Much of the book is
about the family members
trying to figure out how
and where they belong
and what they’re talents
are good for.
The majority of the
novel is structured as a
road trip, where 72-yearold Johnny Ribkins is driving around and visiting
places that were significant to him in his past.
Owing a very large debt at
the outset of the story—to
a mob boss, no less—
Johnny
is
traveling
through Florida and digging up bags of money
that he had buried at various times during his
younger days.
At the first stop of his
deceased half-brother’s
childhood home, Johnny
discovers he has a 13year-old niece Eloise—another family member with
a special talent—whom he
takes along in his journey.
“For her, for Eloise, it’s
the first time she’s met
anybody in her family before,” Hubbard said, “so
she’s actually learning a
lot about history. So
they’re both kind of going
on the same route, traveling together, but it’s a
very different journey for
both of them.”
As she read an excerpt
of her book, it became
clear that Hubbard possesses a gift for engaging
prose, as when Johnny arrives at his cousin’s Simone’s house after many
years:
“Johnny
looked

around the room. The last
time he’d come to visit it
hadn’t been like this. Simone and her third husband, the judge, had just
moved in so half their belongings were still in
boxes, the yard outside a
rolling hill of dirt and
sand. He remembered
staring out the window
while Simone described
her plans for a glorious
flower garden. He’d been
in a bad mood at the time,
but at some point felt her
hand on his shoulder and
realized she was telling
him that everything would
be okay, explaining some
theory of why things can
only get better in time.
So he nodded and
tried to smile at her imaginary landscape when in
truth, all he’d seen when
he looked out her window
was a good place to dig a
hole.”
Hubbard noted that
she was interested in exploring the differences between talent and vision in
this book, adding that’s
“it’s about being receptive
to new ideas.”
“The Talented Ribkins”
began life as a short story
back in 2009, but Hubbard soon realized a fuller
version of the story she
wanted to tell.
“I just really wanted to
write more about the
characters Johnny and
Eloise,” she said.
Dr. Ladee Hubbard is
a professor of African
Studies at Tulane and is
the winner of the 2016
Rona Jaffe Foundation
Writer’s Award and the
William Faulkner-William
Wisdom Creative Writing
Competition for the Short
Story
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Visionary
Brief
by Keisha Bell, Esq.

Talk about pressure
She died at the young age of 42.
Her talents were unquestionable, although many did question. “If I were
Betty Grable, I could capture the
world,” she once said. Those were her
thoughts. This was her “why.”
Meet Dorothy Jean Dandridge, the
first African-American actress to be
nominated for an Academy Award for
Best Actress for her performance in
the 1954 film “Carmen Jones” and the
first African-American woman featured
on the cover of “Life” (magazine). Dandridge was also nominated for a
Golden Globe Award in 1959 for
“Porgy and Bess.” She lived from November 9, 1922, to September 8, 1965,
and was also a singer and dancer.
Although Dandridge found great
fanfare as a singer, she desired to be
acknowledged for her work as a great
actress. During Dandridge’s time,
African-American actresses would not
be given intelligent or self-respecting
roles to portray.
Dandridge had a troubling professional decision to make. Although not
her preference, she chose to play the
highly degrading and discriminatory
roles of black women characters in
hopes that better options would come
one day. Oddly, in order to receive selfrespecting roles, black women actresses had to first overcome the act of
not being self-respecting. Does this
mirror real life?
It is one thing to be unaware, but
Dandridge was fully conscious that her
race—and gender—was an obstacle in
her showcasing her full potential as an
actress. In many ways, Hollywood reflected America’s racial tensions. Simply put, it was not ready to have many
leading roles for black women. Fiftythree years later, black women still
search for leading roles.
Many times, there is pain when
being an inspiration. Dandridge broke
many barriers for aspiring black actors
overseas. She inspired many domestically as well. Still, she had to live with
the frustration and distress of not
being supported because she was a
woman who was African American.

Dorothy Jean Dandridge
How does one deal with that in a
continuous and healthy way—especially when living in the spotlight?
Now, compound that with having two
failed marriages, financial stresses and
a child who was born with brain damage. Dandridge looked for answers.
Talk about pressure.
Between 1947 and 1958, the FBI
monitored Dandridge’s professional affiliations and activities. Specifically, the
FBI questioned her about her interactions with organizations such as the
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, the National
Urban League and the Progressive Citizens of America.
Dandridge developed an interest in
activism as a result of the racism she
experienced in the acting industry.
Newspaper stories about her political
activities adversely impacted her career.
Some report Dandridge’s death as
a drug overdose; some report her
death as a suicide. Others report it as
a mystery. On January 18, 1983, Dandridge was recognized with a star on
the Hollywood Walk of Fame. Underappreciated, she put in the work. Her
memory lives. Talk about pressure.
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author
and public servant. To reach Bell, email
her at emergingfree@gmail.com or log
on to www.emergingfree.com to view
more of her work.
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
HOMEOWNERS Deannie K’s Beauty Salon B. Brinson Insurance Agency
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

$20.00 Basic Shampoo/Set
Silk Press starting at $50
Specializing in Healthy Hair

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Next to Skyway Mall)

(727) 867-3696

1834 49th St. S, Gulfport • 727-328-2623

Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm

ESTATE SALE
Westminster Shores
Service Club Estate Sale
125 56th Ave. S., Villas 121-131

THIS FRIDAY & SATURDAY
9-1 P.M.

BE SURE TO
CHECK OUT
OUR ‘WEBSITE!
TheWeeklyChallenger.com

P LEASE
SUPPORT
O UR
A DVERTISERS
Notice under fictitious name law Pursuant to F.S. section
865.09 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
undersigned, desiring to engage in business under the
fictitious name of On Time Entity LLC, 5756 Calais
Blvd. North Unit 6, in the city of St. Petersburg, County
of Pinellas, State of Florida, 33714, intends to register
the said name with the Division of Corporations of
Florida Department of State, Tallahassee, Florida.
Dated this 9 day of March 2018, Michael Gabriel Brown,
5756 Calais Blvd. North Unit 6, St. Petersburg, FL 33714.
Publish date of March 21, 2018.
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Fort Mose: The first free black
settlement in North America
BY JENNIFER GAMBLE-THEARD

Fort Mose: The first free black settlement in North America
Florida has a very special place in
African-American history. The first legally
established free black settlement in the
continental United States was located two
miles north of St. Augustine.
The government of Spain passed a law
in 1693 declaring that any slave who escape the British slave colonies and arrive
in the Spanish safe haven of St. Augustine
would be given freedom and protectionas long as the escaped slave declared allegiance to Spain, the Spanish military
and the Catholic Church.
By the 1700s, blacks lived free in a
town of their own. Established in 1738,
Gracia Real de Santa Teresa de Mose, or
Fort Mose, became the first free black
settlement 38 years before the initial formation of what is now known as the
United States of America.
Several years later due to attacks by
the British and adverse environmental
conditions, the original Fort Mose was demolished; however, by 1752, emancipated
slaves rebuilt an even better and prosperous fort and town on higher ground.
Fort Mose was founded as a military
front line of defense for St. Augustine
against British attacks. The Fort Mose
militia was formed to help the Spanish un-

dermine the slave economy in the English
colonies.
As the English colonies lost escaped
slaves to Florida, Spain would benefit by
weakening the British colonial economic
system. Also, the Spanish were able to
provide a constant flow of escaped slaves
turn military fighters into their Caribbean
and South America territories. With the
help black fighters, Spain wanted to ensure its position as the dominant European power in the Americas.
Most important for former slaves,
Fort Mose evolved into a beacon of freedom for black men, women and children
who had escaped slavery on the first Underground Railroad headed south. They
came mostly from the Carolinas and
Georgia by way of the Atlantic Ocean
shoreline, aided by the Native Americans
who inhabited the southeastern coastal
region adjacent to Florida.
Besides being soldiers for the fort, the
townspeople worked as sailors, fisherman, blacksmiths, carpenters, cowboys
and builders. They farmed, hunted and
fished to feed themselves. The women
baked, cooked and sold their wares to the
residents of St. Augustine.
With Fort Mose providing a strong
first military defense, free blacks, Hispanics and Indigenous
Americans all lived peacefully together in St. Augustine. While there was

a need for community
among diverse people in
order to survive the
British attacks, the
strength of Fort Mose’s
military provided a
sense of safety and wellbeing.
Whenever
the
British invaded the
Spanish territory that
surrounded St. Augustine, the black soldiers
of Fort Mose fought
side by side with the
Fort Mose Historic State Park reenactment
Spanish soldiers of St.
Augustine. Black soldiers achieved victories in significant bat- new United States, the black inhabitants
tles as they fought against the British were subjected to slavery. At that point,
forces by means of hand-to-hand combat most of the residents of Fort Mose evacuated to Cuba in order to escape and to
with swords, muskets and clubs.
The black soldiers were known as avoid being re-enslaved by British colonial
fierce fighters and they were always pre- forces.
Fortunately, Fort Mose has a new life
pared to fight for their freedom rather
than be recaptured and taken back into as a historic state park. We can all visit and
experience North America’s first free
slavery by the British.
North American colonial ambitions black settlement.
For more information, log on to
among the Spanish, British and French,
European conflicts, wars, greed and inter- www.fortmose.org.
Jennifer Gamble-Theard, M.Ed. is a renational legal agreements eventually gave
way to Florida becoming a United States tired Pinellas County educator in the study
territory in 1819 and eventually a state in of history and language. She is also the historian for the St. Petersburg Branch of
1845.
Once Florida became a territory of the ASALH.
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A journey of sobriety
ROUSON, from front page

and my brother in Christ.”
In 1987, Rouson was
homeless and living in
Chicago. This did not sit
well with Father George
Clements. He offered him
the basement of Holy Angels Catholic Church until
he started smoking crack
in the rectory.
“Needless to say, he
prayed for me and encouraged me throughout my
journeys in treatment,”

said Rouson.
Now 86 years old, Father Clements made a trip
down from Chicago to
present Rouson with a
medallion.
“You know this gentlemen form being in Florida,
but I knew him year after
year in Chicago,” said the
father, who had a made-fortelevision drama starring
Louis Gossett Jr. made
about his fight to adopt a

troubled teen and save him
from a life on the streets.
“Having been here tonight,
I can tell that he has a lot of
friends who love him, and
that’s great, but I just want
you to know that in
Chicago, we all thought he
was just a straight out fool!”
Altogether he received
seven medallions, but the
one from his children
brought tears to the audience’s eyes.

“I’m so privileged to be
your daughter and the life
that you have walked has
really shown me resilience, perseverance and
commitment,” said his
daughter Danielle RousonAyodele.
Through all of his years
in recovery, his wife Angela has been by his side.
When they married, she
had a seven-year-old
daughter who also had a

front-row seat to his recovery process.
“I have seen both sides
of you and loved you as a
father figure through them
all,” said SaKeisha Winston. “I am happy and so
pleased to see you come
out on the other side of the
rainbow.”
Daniel Rouson revealed that when he was
17, he showed his father
his first brand new sham-

rock tattoo. “I didn’t know
if he was disappointed or
honored.”
Approximately
$100,000 raised form the
20th-anniversary celebration will be donated to Mt.
Zion Human Services and
other faith-based ministries wanting to offer recovery programs and
services.

Father George Clements

L-R, Jared, Aaron, Danielle, Sakeisha, Emmanuel, Daniel Rouson.
Not pictured Giselle Rouson-Battley and Antonio Winston

At Suncoast Hospice, your loved one is our priority. For more than 40 years, we have
SURYLGHGFRPSDVVLRQDWHOLIHFKDQJLQJFDUHWRSDWLHQWVDQGWKHLUIDPLOLHV2XUQRQSURÀW
community-based hospice is the only Pinellas County hospice:
•

With freestanding specialized care centers providing continuous medical care if
your loved one has uncontrolled pain and symptoms – improving their quality of
life and your peace of mind.

•

Where expert staff are supported by nearly 2,000 community volunteers, helping us
provide the best possible care for your loved one.

•

With a local foundation that supports services and care not paid for by insurance.
This means your donations and support of our hospice stay in your community.

•

That’s part of the larger Empath Health network including palliative care, home
health, elder care, advance care planning and more – offering complete support
for your loved one.

We’re not just hospice, we’re Suncoast Hospice.

SUNCOAST

a member of

HOSPICE

(727) 467-7423 | SuncoastHospice.org
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist Institutional Church

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

SERVICES
Sunday School: 8:30 a.m.

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service: 9:30 a.m.
Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

YOUR CHURCH AD
COULD BE HERE!
Contact:
www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com
Victory Christian Center Church

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

Pastor
Claude Williams

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
Pastor Michael T. and
10:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.

INSPIRATIONS
BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

Woman for GOD
W - Wise, Willing, Wonderful and she’s a very courageous soul; with a heart that truly believes and yearns for
her loving GOD.
O - Overcomes all her trials by trusting in her LORD; always waiting patiently as she depends on GOD’s ever protecting rod.

............7:00 p.m.
M - Miracle worker, devoted Mentor, Marvelous and Merciful in all her loving ways.

YOUR

CHURCH AD
COULD
BE HERE

Call: 727-896-2922

A - Amazing and Anointed as she guides her loved ones
along life’s challenging way.
N - Noble and Never ceasing to do what she knows is
right; because she stays on her knees to pray every day
and every night.
F - Forever Favored, Faithful and Fearless; always speaking the truth with brave integrity.
O - One with grace who lives in peace with joy and One
who loves to help set the captives free.
R - Righteous, Regal and humble; she is an example of
strength and understanding.
G - Guided with Grace and Guarded by JESUS; HIS promises assure that she will have a safe landing.
O - Open, Optimistic and constantly aware of Obeying
GOD’s Holy Word.

YOUR CHURCH AD
COULD BE HERE
Contact: 727-896-2922

D - Divine Daughter, Disciple, Delivered and blessed; Her
beautiful heart is filled with her prayers, that GOD has always heard.
A “Woman for GOD” never grows weary in well doing, always walks by faith with strength as her clothing and
demonstrates unspeakable joy, grace and praise!
Proverbs 31:25
“Strength and honor are her clothing; and she shall rejoice in times to come. She openeth her mouth with wisdom, and in her tongue is the law of kindness.”
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church, its pastor, Rev. Brian
K. Brown, and congregation
give thanks to God for his continual mercy, grace and abundant blessings. We strive to give
God our utmost praise for the
awesome gift of His Son, Jesus
Christ and offer to our community an opportunity to share in
our praise as we pursue our mission of Creating a Haven of
Hope, Help, and Healing.
Pastor Brown presented a
new element to the series,
‘Doing What’s Not Been Done’
– ‘Forgive’. We are now in the
book of Philemon and the question raised was ‘What Must We
Give for It to Work. The key
points were Forgiveness Needs:
1) Trust that is Positive 2) Trust
that is Personal, 3) Time that is
Patient and 4) Tasks that are
Productive. We thank God for
the insights we’re gaining
through this series. Please join

us on Sunday to see what’s coming next.
If you missed the J.O.Y
Mime Ministry’s ‘A.C.T.S of
Praise’ service, you missed a
marvelous service of praise
through dance. Everyone had
a wonderful time as we experienced praise to God through expressions of music and mime.
Many thanks to all the guest
participants, Expressions of
Praise (STBC), Liturgical
Dancer – Ashley Mitchell and
Warriors of Praise for their hard
work and beautiful interpretations. Next up in the month of
March is our Health Fair on
March 24 from 9:00 am through
2:00 pm sponsored by St.
Mark’s Healthcare Ministry in
collaboration with Empath
Health. Don’t miss this opportunity to receive screenings and
information to improve your
health along with give-a-ways of
clothing and school supplies.

Pastor’s Corner
Once again, the Male Chorus is
holding its annual Men in Harmony Concert on March 25 @
3:30 pm featuring individuals
and Male Chorus’ and groups
from around the area. We look
forward to the message and
praise by our men through
song!
Weekly Events:
Sunday School - Sundays
@9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - Sundays
@10:45 a.m.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) - Sundays @9:30 a.m.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal - Sundays from 2:00 4:00 p.m.
N.I.K.E. Tutoring Program
- Mondays and Wednesdays
from 5:00 – 6:30 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study - Wednesdays @9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study - Wednesdays @ 7:00
p.m.

Easter
Sunrise
Service
Join us... April 1, 2018 - 7 AM to 8AM
EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE
A Liturgical Drama (POOLSIDE)
FREE Continental Breakfast
Presented by
SHARING THE GLORIES MINISTRY
Pastor Al Woods, Presiding at
Grand Villa Senior Community
3600 34th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
RSVP (727) 350-5832

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity Temple of Truth Church

Quieting the Soul through Meditation
“… I remember thee upon my bed and
meditate on thee in the night watches.” Psalm
63:6
Rarely do people associate meditation
with Christianity. Often, when people think of
meditation, they think of the Eastern religions
of Hinduism and Buddhism. Nevertheless,
many scriptures in the Bible speak of meditation in a positive light. Meditation helps us
clear our minds so that we can truly enter into
the stillness and the silence. In meditation we
are focusing on God and the good. Meditation
is something that anyone can do anytime and
anywhere. All we have to do is center ourselves, take the focus off of the external and
go inside to that place of love, joy and peace.
Various people do different things to create an environment that is conducive to meditation. It can be just as simple as breathing

and listening to ocean music or as painting a
room in our homes with calming colors and
designating it as “The Meditation Room.”
Nevertheless, meditation quiets our
souls. Meditation quiets our minds, our emotions, our intellect and our will and causes us
to totally relax and let the Spirit of God flow
through us and as us in this universe.
Instead of using the word, meditation,
many people in secular arenas such as business and education are calling it mindfulness.
Teachers and students are doing mindfulness
exercises at the start of class and before
stressful activities such as tests. It has proven
to empower students to be better behaved
and more focused on learning. Through
mindfulness businesses have found employees to be more productive. For more information about meditation, read Joshua 1:1-9.

Friendship MBC
Consider this your Official
Boarding Pass. Where, Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr., Pastor/Captain and
First Lady Teresa L. Evans (have
a heart for the people), the Official Family and Members welcome you aboard the SS
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church (The Ship), we trust that
your time with us, first as an honored visitor/guest and if the Lord
says so, become a part of our
Church Family. We set sail every
Wednesday starting our with our
Bread of Life Ministry at 11:00
am, followed by Wednesday in the
Word (the Learning Arm of our
church) at 12:00 noon and again
at 7:00 pm. We drop our Anchor
until Sundays, where we set sail
again with our Early Morning
Worship Service at 7:45 am,
Church Sunday School (the
Teaching Arm of our faith) begins
at 9:30 pm and finally our Mid
Morning Worship Service at
10:45 am. All are Welcomed to
use this Boarding Pass to experience the “It;s just nice to be nice”
church. Don't sit out church, God
has Blessed us to much, we owe
Him at least a Thank You.
“The Ship” won't sail without
You! For additional information
on any of the announcements,
please contact us by the following
methods: Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church, 3300 31st Street
South, St. Petersburg, Florida
33712 - Church Office: (727) 9068300 - E-Mail: fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “Live
Streaming”: Visit us – Website:
www.fmbctheship.net - Facebook - Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church and WCBDA
Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
Transporttion is available Call the Church at (727) 906-8300
– Monday – Friday from 9:00 AM
– 3:00 PM.
SEASON OF LENT UNTIL
MARCH 25, 2018 - March Gladness at the Ship
CHURCH
SCHEDULED
EVENTS:
90th Church Anniversary
Planning Committee Meeting,
every Tuesday at 7:00 pm. ALL
Tribe members born in the
months of January (Reuben),
February (Simeon), and ALL
Ushers Ministries members are
encouraged to attend these meetings, thank you, Brother Bobby
Robinson and Sister Claretha

Tyson, Chairpersons.
Last chance to place your Memorial and/or Tribute Easter Lily
Order, Easter is on Sunday, April
1, 2018. Please see Sis. Bessie
Davenport as soon as possible to
place your Order or call the
Church at (727) 906-8300.
Saturday, March 24, 2018 at
9:00 am - Women's Ministry
Prayer Breakfast, “Building Up
The Body of Christ Through The
Gifts of the Spirit:, 1 Cor. 12:7-11,
Guest Proclaimor, Bishop-designate Pastor Hattie Stokes-Dancil,
Senior Pastor, Kingdom Harvest
Outreach Ministry, Inc.
March 25, 2018 – PALM
SUNDAY at 9:30 am - The Drama
Ministry Presentation of Easter –
3:00 pm Ordination Services for
Friendship Ministers –
Worship Schedule: Road to
Calvary-Participating
Church
Choirs/Ushers are asked to serve
on your assigned night:
Palm Sunday, March 25, 2018
at 6:00 pm – Location: Friendship, 3300 31st St. S.-Worship
Leader: Rev. Troy Adams, Sr.,
Preacher:
Dr. Wayne G.
Thompson, First Baptist Institutional Church.
Monday, March 26, 2018 at
7:00 pm – Location: FriendshipWorship Leader: Dr. Ellis R.
Hodge, Preacher: Rev. Troy
Adams, Sr., New Jerusalem Missionary Baptist Church.
Tuesday, March 27, 2018 at
7:00 pm (Consecration and
Anointing Services) – Location:
Mt. Zion Progressive Baptist
Church, 955 20th St. S.-Worship
Leader: Dr. John A. Evans, Sr.,
Preacher: Dr. Ellis R. Hodge,
Word of Life Fellowship Church.
Wednesday, March 28, 2018
at 7:00 pm (Washing of Hands) –
Location: Mt. Zion ProgressiveWorship Leader: Rev. Louis M.
Murphy, Sr., Preacher: Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr., Friendship Missionary Baptist Church.
Thursday, March 29, 2018 at
7:00 pm (Night in White-Communion) – Location: Greater Mt.
Zion AME Church, 1045 16th St.
S. - Worship Leader:
Rev.
Clarence A. Williams, Preacher:
Rev. Louis M. Murphy, Sr., Mt.
Zion Progressive Baptist Church.
Good Friday, March 30, 2018
at 7:00 pm – Location: Greater
Mt. Zion AME – Worship Leader:
Dr. Ellis R. Hodge, Preacher: Rev.
Clarence A. Williams, Greater Mt.

Zion AME Church.
MARK YOUR APRIL CALENDAR: RESURRECTION Sunday Morning Schedule: April 1,
2018. Our Service Times are
Sunrise Service 6:45 am, 8:30 am
Easter Drama Ministry Presentation and 9:45 am Resurrection
Sunday Mid-Morning Worship.
Saturday, April 14, 2018,
Evangelism E-Team Fishing Outing and Workshop, 9:00 am until
3:00 pm - Must Register, information will be located on the Information Table in the near future.
Also, Sunday, April 15, 2018 will
be Evangelism Round-up Sunday
at Both Worship Services Our
Special Guest Evangelist will be
Dr. Oliver K. Patterson, Sr., Chairman of the Evangelism Board of
the National Baptist Convention,
USA, Inc., will be the guest Evangelist.
See Min. Sharon P.
Saulsby, Ministry Leader, for further information.
Saturday, April 21, 2018 from
2:00 pm until 4:00 pm – Women's
Ministry Presents our Annual
Spring Lunch (formerly Annual
Tea), this year's theme is “Bountiful Blessings for the Women of
God”, Scripture: 2 Corinthian
9:11-12. Attention ALL Women of
the Ship, the Table selections are
underway, at this point, there are
a few tables left, if you would like
to sponsor a table, please see Sis.
Pierce as soon as possible. See
any member of this ministry for
your Ticket(s), the Donation is
$10.00 per ticket., also, please
make plans to attend our Meeting, Second Tuesday, of each
month at 7:00 pm. Thank You,
Sis. Cynthia Pierce, Ministry
Leader.
WEST COAST NEWS: Sis.
Cynthia Pierce, Friendship's
Women's Ministry Leader is reminding ALL the women at the
Ship, that we are now collecting
the White Only Wash Cloths and
Bath Towels for our Out-Reach
Project, a box has been placed in
the Atrium. Deadline date is
March 25, 2018. Anyone doing a
Walmart Gift Card, see Sis. Pierce
directly.
FLORIDA GENERAL BAPTIST CONVENTION, INC.
NEWS:: Florida General Baptist
Convention Annual Session, April
1-6, 2018, Hyatt Regency Hotel
Riverfront, 225 East Coastline
Drive, Jacksonville, Florida
32202, (904) 588-1234.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
‘Readers are leaders!’
READERS, from front page

library due to cuts in city
funds.
“We got a petition signed
and we marched on City
Hall and they changed their
minds,” said President
Ernie Coney. “Then we
formed an organization to
look over the library.”
The James Weldon
Johnson branch serves the
Midtown community very
well. “Every day you come
in here, it’s packed with
many little beautiful, brown
young people on these computers and checking out
books,” said Coney.
Every year, Johnson
lines up festivalgoers for the
Walk for Reading march.
Families could be seen
joined together marching
around the library and the
Enoch Davis Center wearing special t-shirts and repeating everything he
belted out over the megaphone.

“Readers are leaders!
Open a book! Readers are
leaders!”
After the march, the
young future community
leaders and activists were
able to pick up snacks and
drinks. Several adults left
the event with gift cards donated by local businesses
such as
Tamira Cheedy, who
won a $50 gift card form
Carrabba’s Italian Grill.
Felecia Pizana took home
the $25 gift card for the
Olive Garden and Denise
Mendez made off with the
$50 massage gift card.
If you missed the fun
this year, next year promises to be even bigger with
more entertainment, vendors, food and of course,
books!
To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com

